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President’s Note:

Temperatures are slowly raising
and with it fish activity. Get out
when you can to take advantage
but surely on warmer days when
Spring tactics begin to be effective.

Sometimes success isn’t about how
big a fish you caught or how many.
Sometimes it’s just finding a few
when on a really tough bite, like the
one I'm holding at right during our
Wisconsin River outing. See the
report on page 5.

We depart from our premium
fishing rod raffle grand prize this
month, offering a day on the water
with our speaker. Don’t miss your
chance to win that experience.

A few still find it tough meeting
other members. See my article on
page 7 for helpful tips to make it
easier to get comfortable being
more involved in the club.

This Month’s Speaker

Some still think a real fishing
trip is traveling to a “name”
destination and spending hours
or days trying to duplicate the
water’s reputation, even if it
rarely comes to fruition. But if
that were the case we wouldn’t
do much fishing. Any outing on
local waters, for shorter times,
is a more realistic definition.
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www.arlingtonanglers.com

Some crazy fish were caught this
month! Check out the Big Fish page
and also more new member profiles.

We will definitely have another huge
turnout at next week’s meeting. Be
sure to arrive early to help us process
the crowd, network with others, and to
find a good seat. Plus you won’t want
to miss our speaker or a chance to win
the raffle grand prize.

See you all at the meeting on the 16!

Chris Popp - President

Nate Bergman is a big fan of saving
precious time by plying nearby
waters, more often, in search of
quality largemouth bass. He’ll be
sharing some of his favorites along
with the strategies, tactics, and
techniques that he uses for success.
Most of these ideas will also work
on your local waters. So, come on
out and learn from his experiences.
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This Month’s Speaker

;RL%
Arlington Anglers Fishing Club :&?

Visit our website at: www.arlingtonanglers.com

Tuesday, April 16, 2024
Nate Bergman
Finding Local Largemouth

- Nate Bergman is the
- former president of
Rock Valley Anglers,
where he was a 2x Big
Bass award winner.
He has since done
multiple speaking
engagements, and is
excited to share
everything he knows
about avoiding crowds
and targeting smaller
local lakes for LMB.
Please help me in
welcoming Nate back to
the club as a speaker!

Club Meetings are on the 3" Tuesday of each month Jan.- Nov.

Poplar Creek Banquets Guests Welcome
2354 W. Higgins Rd. Fee $3 members | $8 non
Hoffman Estates, IL 60169 6:30 PM Start
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Our April raffle Grand Prize will
be a day on the water with April
speaker Nate Bergman.

The winner will join Nate on his
personal trip to one of the local
bodies of water he will be
highlighting in his presentation.
When on the water the winner
will review and practice the
techniques that Bergman will be
showcasing. While the outing
has no real monetary value the

Warmer weather on the way!

LAKE MICHIGAN SHORE:
Cohos and browns being taken
in harbors with powerlines and
by casting spoons. SMB on the
rocks. Standard baits such as
the Ned rig and Kietech swim
baits have been productive.
COOK COUNTY FOREST
PRESERVES:

Trout opener was on 4/6. You
will need an inland trout stamp
to target these fish. Axehead,
Belleau, Horsetail, Green, and
Sag Quarry all received trout.
Tampier- crappies and some
walleye taken on minnows.

DU PAGE COUNTY FOREST
PRESERVES:

Silver Lake, Wooddale Grove,
and Pratt Wayne all received
trout. Same rules as Cook Count.
FOX RIVER:

Sections north and south of the
Chain are closed- high water.
DES PLAINES RIVER:
Northern pike being taken on
spinnerbaits.

April Raffle Grand Prize — Day on the Water

experience of sharing a boat with
the speaker and using his strategies
and tactics to catch fish is priceless.

Five awesome consolation prizes
will also be included to give you
more chances to win big!

Tickets are 1 for $5 or 3 for $10.

Attend the April meeting for your
chance to go fishing with Nate!

Steve’s Fishing Report sy: steve jung

FOX CHAIN:

Water is 2.5-3’ up and no wake on
entire lake system. Floating debris
on all lakes. Panfish are excellent in
backwaters and coves with
crappies/perch mixed in. Small
plastics and minnows under a float
are the ticket. Walleyes on
jig/minnow combo near bridges
have also been reported.
BRAIDWOOD, LASALLE,
HEIDECKE:

All are open from 06:00 to sunset.
A variety of fish being caught
including LMB, SMB, stripers and
catfish. Crankbaits and plastics
have been good for bass. Water
temps are in the 60’s on the cool
side and 70’s on the warmer side.
SHABBONA:

Crappies are starting on minnows
under a float along with some
walleyes being caught.

LOCAL PONDS:

Panfish on small ice jigs with
waxies, crappies on minnows under
a float, and bass on senkos, ned
rigs, and chatterbaits have all
produced.
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Last Month’s Speaker Tips sy srian o'connor

After a lengthy intro by super
fan Dave McCoy, March speaker
and local legend Carl Kaufmann
got down to business.

When Spring fishing for SMB in
cold water, Carl loves throwing
a jerkbait. His key? After
casting, immediately get slack
out of the line to feel any initial
hits. Then, after quickly reeling
down to the desired depth
pause for 10-15 seconds
between rips of six inches to
two feet. While its very hard to
be that patient, he said if you
retrieve the bait back in less
than 2 minutes, you're going too
fast. The slower, the better!

In the summer, Carl’s go-to bait
is the popular Senko, especially
in shallow water. He uses braid
with a fluoro leader and says
good “line management” is key.
Make sure you have no bows in
your line so you can feel the bite

March Raffle Winners

Our March grand prize was a St.
Croix Eyecon 7'6” Med/Light
Extra Fast Walleye Series
spinning rod valued at $175!

The thrilled winner was Frank
Mucci who is pictured at left
with President Popp.

Because of another big turnout
we added a bonus for a total of
6 consolation prizes worth
$250. Winners, pictured at right
in order were: Ken Vyleta
(Moose Jaw Ice Fort Cooler),
new member Don Snyder (3inl
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as soon as it occurs, as a lot do
on that first drop. Hold the rod
at 10 o’clock after a long cast
downwind. Get the line tight
after achieving bottom contact,
and lightly shake the rod tip
before letting it settle. Repeat.

It's a GREAT bait to use in the
weeds during the summer. Carl
doesn’t feel that a weed guard is
necessary at all. He uses a Khale
hook under an o-ring positioned
directly in the center of the bait.
The Senko shines in 10 fow or
less. It's not a deep water bait
for him. For depths greater than
10 feet, Carl utilizes a drop shot
or ned rig to get the job done.
The fall rate is faster than with a
Senko style bait but they get the
rig to the desired depth quicker.

This just touched the surface of
what Carl shared. A lot of great
information came out during
this memorable presentation!

mug), Rich Roller (rod stand) Brian
O’Connor (Hardbait jigging kit),
Lisa Henderson (Multi-tool), and
guest Rich Gryniewski (10’ crappie
rod). Congrats to all winners!

We also gave out 20 door prizes!




Our first open water club outing
of the year took place March 24
to 27 on what has become an
annual trip to the Wisconsin
River. 11 members stayed at the
beautiful River’s Edge Resort in
Wisconsin Dells.

If you haven’t stayed in the Big
House, Cabin 27, you've missed
something. The design and
woodwork is outstanding and
the main room is great for a
larger crowd to hang out and
share stories.

The onsite resort restaurant
and bar has more of the same,
with decent food to top it off.

Ok, you don’t care about the
accommodations and want to
know about the fishing? Well,
there is a reason I started off
with the amenities.

The fishing hasn’t often been
great here. It really is about

Wisconsin River/Dells Outing Report By: chris Popp

the lodging, the scenic river, the
camaraderie, and the fact we
can rent boats. Only one
member brought his own boat
so we rented three others.

Ray Suelzer (back of the boat,
below) was the master of small
walleyes catching the most on
blade baits, jig and minnow, and
crawler pieces on bare hooks
with split shot.

Everyone caught a few fish, but
success was really judged by the
quality time we got to spend
together. Worth it every year!
Even in the usually iffy weather.
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H2H Walleye League — “Goose” Fishing Program
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We have been following member
Dave McCoy’s journey in the H2H
walleye league, a season long event
featuring 9 head to head matches
leading to a yearend playoff.

Prior to the first match Dave
proposed a charity element for
Junior Arlington Angler Robbie
“Goose” Henderson. Robbie is on
the austistic scale but none-the-less
competes in bass tournaments. He
is fishing a national tournament
later in the Summer and needs
funds to support his efforts.

McCoy established a program
where members pledge a certain
amount per pound that he and his
partner catch during the season.

Several members have already
signed on to the program. A few
members immediately added a
lump sum to the cause led by new
member Dan Draz’s $100 donation!
Others joined in, doubling that
amount in total. The Hendersons
thank you all. It’s a big help!

Flanking “Goose” (center) are his
mom Lisa and Dan Draz.

MWO Subscription Winners Picked

As incentive for new members
and to get dues renewals in on a
timely basis we annually raffle
off twenty five subscriptions for
Midwest Outdoors Magazine. All
members paid up by the end of
the February club meeting are
eligible. This year that included
94 members. Awesome!

The winners have been picked
and are being contacted to
verify their interest. Some
already get the magazine and
choose to pass it on to alternate
winners. Therefore some
members not originally picked
will get a second chance to win!
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How To Meet People In Your Club - Part 2

(Ed. This is a 2 part series.
Last month Part 1 identified
the issues. Part 2 will
provide specific tips for
engaging other members)

Last month Behavior expert
Jackie Noto helped explain
some barriers to meeting
new people. Her general tips
and my specific suggestions
start with having a plan.

The first step is to get to our
meetings early to give your
self the max amount of time
to network. Set a goal to
meet at least one or two new
people every time. Try
approaching someone
standing alone and
introduce your self (they are
likely new, too), sitat a
different table every
meeting (to meet several
people at once), or hang out
by the raffle prizes where
the common topic of what’s
offered is a natural
conversation starter.

Of course, reconnect with
those you met in previous
meetings to solidify new
relationships, but expand
your exposure by meeting
new people each meeting. If
you've joined with a friend
don’t lean on each other or
you’ll remain on your own
small island. If each of you
meets someone new, with
introductions back and
forth, you can quickly
multiple the number you
both get to know.

By: Chris Popp

Another tip Jackie offers is to
find a natural way to enter a
group discussion. She identifies
the technique as “Observe
before entering”. Stand near a
group and listen to what they
are talking about. If it’s a topic
you have some knowledge in
you will likely have something
to share. Your common interest
and contribution will make your
inclusion welcome.

If it’s a topic you have interest
in, but limited knowledge,
asking a question is a great way
to join the discussion. Most
people can’t resist sharing their
“expertise”. In either scenario
you are “in” the conversation.
However, if neither is the case,
move on to the next group.
You'll likely never meet
everybody in a big club anyway.

If the monthly speaker was
especially interesting to you, go
up front at the end of the
meeting where he is packing up.
Others who thought the same
will be hanging around the
speaker asking follow up
questions about his/her topic.
These people have your similar
interests making it easier to
start a conversation with them.

Although the meetings run late,
try to linger a bit. Ask those at
your table what they got out of
the speaker. Stop by the group
that hangs out on the patio after
the meeting. Or see if anyone
retired to the bar for a last
beverage. All are additional
opportunities to meet other

members and integrate
faster into the club.

But perhaps the most
effective way to get to know
other members is to
participate in our outside
activities. Just ask those that
do. Go on the fishing outings.
Nothing beats spending time
together on the water, at the
dinner table, or around the
campfire. Volunteer for our
community outreach events.
Sharing goodwill with
others is very rewarding
and provides a relatable
connection. Plan on
attending the club’s family
picnic in August and the
yearend holiday party and
awards banquet in
December. These are 100%
social and offer ample time
for new conversations.

[ believe a key to feeling at
ease more quickly is to
understand the typical
obstacles and to utilize the
tips presented to overcome
the perceived hurdles.
Remember, all joined the
club for mostly the same
reasons, to expand our
network of similarly
interested friends. We were
all new once and made it
through this far. Set aside
your reservations and put
yourself out there. With a
little effort and some
patience to keep at it, you
will soon find yourself more
comfortable in the new
environment. - CP
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Big Fish of the Month

Big Fish of the Month
goes to Bob Diebold for
his 23-3/4” Largemouth
Bass, his personal best!

Bob was fishing on Lake
Trafford in Florida for
crappie when this nice
surprise shocked him.
He was spider rigging
small skirted jigs with
crappie niblets attached.

Luckily the brute ran
away from the spread
avoiding a mess. Even so,
fighting it on a long
crappie pole kept the
battle in question.

Kid Fish of the Month

Kid Fish of the Month goes
to Charlie O’Connor for this
easily 5+ pound largemouth.
It was flopping around the
boat so a measurement
wasn’t taken before getting
it back in the water.

The big bucketmouth took a
wild shiner dangled under a
float. A happy junior angler!

Charlie was fishing with his
dad Brian (above right) on a
family Florida vacation.

Please share your passion
for fishing with a child.
Whether it’s a relative, a
friend, or a neighbor, submit
a picture when you do!
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Honorable Mention #1

First Honorable Mention goes to
Brian O’Connor for his 40-1/2”
Gar. The first Gar ever for Brian,
he caught this surprise while
stealing away a day with his son
for some bass fishing on Lake
Toho in Florida during a week
long family vacation.

Honorable Mention #2

Second Honorable Mention
goes to Dan Blaszinski for his
super fat 13-1/4” Perch. This
rotund specimen hit a hair jig
while Dan was fishing for
walleyes on Green bay.




Tom DiGiovanni currently
lives in Arlington Heights with
his wife Diane. They have two
grown children.

Tom is a retired Sheet Metal
Worker.

Tom doesn’t have a boat.
However, he likes to fish from
shore, mostly at Busse Woods
and Twin Lakes.

Dan Draz and his wife Patricia
hail from Naperville. The day
they met Patricia was holding a
picture of a 45# salmon. Dan
says it was love at first sight!
They have 2 grown sons.

Dan is still working as an anti-
fraud consulting professional.
He travels all over the country
and tries to add a day to each
trip to sample the local waters.

Dan doesn’t have a boat but
always chips in when asked out.

Jeremiah Temple lives in Des
Plaines. He works at the local
Jewel while pursuing an Aquatic
Biology Degree. He also makes
and sells fishing lures.

Jeremiah’s watercraft is a kayak.
He’s only used it a couple times
but is looking to get out in it
more often this year.

Getting to Know New 2024 Club Members

Tom'’s favorite fish is the one
that takes his presentation. But
he does prefer chasing walleyes
when given the chance.

Tom joined the club to visit with
like minded anglers and to
make some new fishing
buddies.

Dan is a multi-species angler
but is a bass fisherman at heart.
He learned most of his tactics
on the San Diego lakes when
living on the West coast.

He’s been getting more into
SMB and chases steelhead
Spring and Fall. And he enjoys
chasing saltwater species when
the opportunity arises.

Dan joined to meet new people
and learn techniques and new
waters he hasn’t experienced.

Jeremiah mostly fishes for
largemouth bass and panfish
but will try for others. He hasn’t
yet caught a smallmouth and
hasn’t got a walleye in years,
but is looking to change that.

Jeremiah joined the club
because he doesn’t know
anyone else who fishes and
want to share his passion.
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Sponsor Page - Please support those that support us

Gaandty Kods

FOLLOW THE LEADER

SPORTS GRILL

Anglers International

%‘*‘m:::?"“““/' Resources

@fishingurus - Sports & Recreation

: (/&(15

4N HE 33 5k HH
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Welcome to JBMetalWorks.com

28 ) YN /LN
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TO FISH

et M&G Propeller

630.235.2162

Johnny Wilkins
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Member Discount Partners

Being a member of the Arlington Anglers comes with many benefits. Following is a
list of sponsors that offer discounts to our members with their membership card.

Be aware, some manufacturers do not allow discounts by their dealers. Also,
discount percentages could change at any time, at our partner’s discretion.

Grandly Fodd

FOLLOW THE LEADER

\A)
\:}-'7\ FISHING TACKLE

SC

O cATCH S

M&G Propeller

GRANDT RODS

GRANDT INDUSTRIES INC,,

PO box 772 Arlington Heights, IL. 60006

847-577-0848 Jim Grandt

Website: grandtrods.com

Discount: 20% off internet rod prices, plus free hat (while in
stock). Free pickup in Arlington Heights.

Also, any Pflueger reel in stock can be purchased to create a
combo at $15 off internet retail price.

(Must show membership card at pickup).

ANGLERS INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES
1272 E. Dundee Rd. Palatine IL 60074
847-991-3200

Website: FishinGurus.com

Discount: 10% on tackle & bait

LEE’S BAIT AND TACKLE (2 Locations
1010 East Higgins Rd, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-593-6424

1400 W. Army Trail Rd., Carol Stream, IL. 60188
630-830-5337

Website: Leesglobaltackle.com

Discount: 10% min. on tackle, depending on mfg.

Fish Tech

5802 Dempster St. Morton Grove IL 60053
847-966-5900

Website: fishtechmg.com

Discount: 10% off tackle and bait

LiveBaitFishingTackle.com
Online or 630-235-2162

Discount: 15% off floats, line, tackle, rods, reels & bait.
Use code “arlington” at checkout. Also, 15% off lessons,
classes, and guiding at Chicagofishingschool.com.

Battery Service Corporation
410 S. Evergreen St. Bensenville, IL. 60106
630-595-4244

Website: batteryservice.com
Discount: Dealer prices with card

Catch Co.

www.catchco.com

Discount Site: www.shopkarls.com
Discount: $10 off a minimum $25 purchase
Use Promo code ARLANG10

M&G Propeller
217 Sola Dr. Gilberts, IL 60136

847-551-9281
Discount: 10% off prop repair services
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Renew Your Membership or Join The Club

Yearly dues are the financial We've now added Zelle Bring checks made out

life-blood of our club. They quick pay to our options: to “Arlington Anglers”

pay our speakers, insurance, (arlangfc19@gmail.com). to a meeting or mail to:

shows, pizza party, and So, 3 ways to pay: (1)Zelle,

other operating expenses. (2)at a meeting, or (3)check Arlington Anglers

Presently, our annual family by mail. New members - use C/0 Rich Sutton

membership is $40.00. the form below or visit our 719 W. Catino St.

Please renew or join today! “Join Our Club” web page. Arlington Hts., IL 60005
We're on the Web!

P\RLINQ www.arlingtonanglers.com

°

or

QR Code (to the right)
=== or
S FACEBOOK at: Arlington Anglers

Renewing members need only provide Date and Name.

Fill out completely and mail with your check.

Today’s Date: __/__/

Name:

Address:

City: State: __ Zip:
Home Phone: Cell:

Date of Birth: __/__/_

Email Address:
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