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  Tight Lines Newsletter 

It	is	hard	to	believe	that	2022	is	
winding	down	already.	It’s	also	
crazy	that	my	first	year	as	
President	has	come	and	gone.	
While	it’s	been	a	challenge	I	can	
honestly	say	I’ve	had	a	great	time	
and	believe	we’ve	made	some	
strides	in	improving	an	already	
great	product.	Thanks	to	all!	
	
There	is	a	lot	of	work	to	keep	a	club	
humming.	That	is	why	I	want	to	
personally	thank	our	great	
volunteer	officers	for	their	
dedication.	Check	out	page	5	for	the	
Board	of	Directors	lineup	for	2023.		
	
The	Holiday	Party	and	Awards	
Banquet	on	Dec.	11	was	a	big	
success.	Unfortunately	I	got	sick	
and	had	to	miss.	A	big	bummer!	
While	I	always	hope	for	more	I	was	
still	thrilled	that	54	members	and	
guests	attended.	See	page	2	for	
some	teaser	pix.	A	complete	report	
will	come	out	next	month.	
	
	
	
	
	
	

We	are	now	accepting	membership	
renewal	for	2023.	Check	out	page	9	
for	dues	payment	instructions.		
	
As	we	finish	the	year	I	wish	you	a	
Merry	Christmas,	Happy	Hanukkah,	
Happy	Festivus,	or	whatever	your	
holiday	of	choice	is.	I	also	hope	
your	New	Year	is	a	happy,	healthy	
and	prosperous	one.	See	you	soon!	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Presidents	Note:	I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

www.arlingtonanglers.com	

This	Month’s	Speaker		
We’re	working	hard	right	now	on	a	
tremendous	new	speaker	lineup	for	
2023.		9	industry	professionals	will	
angle	your	way	in	the	coming	year.	
Our	member	speaker	night	also	
returns	in	November.	So,	get	that	
3rd	Tuesday	of	each	month	on	your	
calendar	and	lock	it	in!		
	

Without	a	club	meeting	in	
December	we	do	not	have	a	
speaker	scheduled	this	month.	
It	is	one	of	only	two	months	that	
we	don’t	have	an	educational	
and	entertaining	presentation	
on	the	docket.	The	August	club	
picnic	month	is	the	other.	
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Holiday	Party	and	Awards	Banquet		
Here	are	a	few	teaser	pictures	from	the	Holiday	Party	we	just	celebrated	on	December	11	at	
Moretti’s	Unique	Events.	54	members	and	guests	attended!	We	will	have	a	more	full	report	
on	the	festivities	and	award	winners	in	the	January	newsletter.	

Happy	Holidays!	
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Bob’s	Fishing	Report			By:	Bob	Diebold

dng Report 
 
 

It’s	December,	it’s	cold,	days	are	
short,	but	there	is	very	little	ice	
to	be	fished.	
	
CHAIN	O’LAKES:		Be	patient	as	
colder	temps	will	soon	make	
those	shallow	channels	fishable.	
	
CHICAGO	LAKE	FRONT:	Perch	
fishing	has	really	picked	up	at	
Navy	Pier	and	south	side	harbors.	
Use	minnows	(like	rosey	reds),	
shrimp,	wax	worms,	spikes,	
nightcrawlers,	etc.	Occasional	
steelhead,	coho,	king,	browns	
being	taken	on	spoons,	spawn	
sacks,	minnows,	and	cranks.	
	
LAKE	MICHIGAN:	Some	good	cold	
weather	lake	trout	fishing	on	
reefs	and	breakwaters	from	
Indiana	to	Chicago	to	Waukegan	
to	Milwaukee.	
	
KANKAKEE	RIVER:	River	is	cold	
and	clear.	Try	jerk	baits,	blade		

baits,	crankbaits	and	swim	baits.	
All	were	slow.	Or	try	using	finesse	
baits	in	deeper	holes.	
	
LAKE	GENEVA:	Walleyes	being	
caught	at	night	along	the	outside	
edge	of	the	weedlines.	
	
SHABBONA:	Still	open,	fish	still	
being	caught	with	less	fishing	
pressure.	
	
AREA	LAKES	AND	PONDS:	Colder	
temps	next	week	will	bring	back	
the	ice.	Bluegill	and	crappie	are	
the	most	consistent	bite.	Active	
biters	can	be	found	along	the	
main	basin	of	lakes.	Ice	jigs	
tipped	with	waxies	are	the	best	
bet.	
	
COOLING	LAKES:	Closed.	

GET	READY	FOR	ICE	FISHING:		Get	
your	ice	auger	blades	sharpened	
now.	Drop	them	off	at	one	of	our	
sponsors,	Lee’s	Bait	&	Tackle	.	

	

Last	Month’s	Speaker	Tips		By:	Brian	O’Connor	
This	column	provides	several	of	
the	many	takeaways	from	the	
last	month’s	speaker.		In	this	
case	it	was	“speakers”.	
November	is	member	speaker	
month.	Two	of	our	members,	
Steve	Jung	and	Bert	Saxon	(at	
left)	stepped	up	to	share	some	
of	their	experiences,	techniques,	
and	know	how.		
	
Steve	was	having	late	season	
success	for	smallmouth	bass	
	
	

on	the	Fox	River,	casting	from	
shore	by	the	Algonquin	Dam.	He	
shared	tips	that	could	be	used	there	
or	anywhere	else	on	the	river.		
	
Always	cast	upstream	and	work	
your	bait	downstream	along	the	
current	breaks.		
	
When	throwing	a	blade	bait	start	
reeling	as	soon	as	it	hits	the	water	
to	begin	the	wobble	and	assure	this	
heavy	bait	doesn’t	snag	bottom.	
Quite	often	the	strike	(next	page)	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
 



4	 Arlington	Anglers	Newsletter	

	

	
	

	 		 	 	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

	
	 		 	

	

	

More	Last	Month’s	Speaker	Tips	

November	50/50	Winners	

(from	previous	page)	comes	
within	the	first	few	cranks.	
	
When	the	topwater	bite	is	
on,	bring	a	variety	i.e.	Chug	
Bug,	Whopper	Plopper,	Zara	
Spook,	etc,	and	let	the	bass	
tell	you	which	they	want.	
	
Steve	says	don’t	get	stuck	on	
one	bait.	Cast	a	variety	of	
baits	at	different	angles	to	
your	target.	If	it’s	a	good	
area	something	will	work.	
	
Bert	Saxon	is	well	known	as	
one	of	our	walleye	experts.	
He	was	explaining	how	to	
use	alternative	hard	baits,	
such	as	jigging	spoons,	hair	
jigs,	Rippin’	Raps,	and	Shiver	
Minnows,	etc.	for	walleyes.	
He	can	catch	them	on	live	
bait	and	trolling,	but	likes	to	
find	other	ways	to	succeed.	
His	first	tip	is	to	not	be	
afraid	to	try	doing	the	same.	

In	the	Spring	Bert	leans	on	
blade	baits	and	Rippin’	Raps	in	
both	lakes	and	rivers.	These	are	
high	vibration	baits	that	fish	can	
find	in	darker	water.	He	casts	
them	far	out	to	cover	water,	lets	
them	hit	bottom,	then	retrieves	
with	a	sequence	of	quick	lifts	
and	a	fall	on	semi	tight	line.	
	
In	late	Summer	and	Fall	he	goes	
for	reaction	bites	with	Jigging	
Raps	and	Shiver	Minnows.	The	
retrieve	is	similar,	but	these					
baits	spiral	down	erratically	on	
the	drop	to	trigger	active	fish.	
	
In	late	Fall	he	is	big	on	Binks	
Spoons	over	others.	Again,	the	
retrieve	is	similar:	long	casts	
then	lift	and	fall.	Although	it’s	a	
heavy	bait	it	still	glides	and	
flutters	on	the	lift	and	the	fall.	
	
And	Bert	loves	hair	jigs	for	all	
seasons	during	a	finicky	bite.	He	
even	ties	his	own	designs!	
	
			

In	addition	to	our	door	
prizes,	which	all	attendees	
have	about	a	1	in	4	chance	of	
winning,	we	also	hold	a	
separate	product	raffle	or	a	
50/50	each	month.	
	
For	the	November	meeting	
we	did	a	50/50	raffle.	We	
actually	give	out	slightly	
more	than	50%	to	provide	a	
second	prize.	
	

The	top	winner	was	Ron	
Cappello	who	grabbed	the	first	
prize	of	$50.	The	consolation	
winner	was	Jim	Allen	who	took	
the	$20	bonus	prize.		Congrats	
guys.	Thanks	for	playing!	
	
Pictured	at	left	are	Jim	Allen,	
President	Chris	Popp,	and	Ron	
Cappello.	Jim	is	moving	to	
Tennessee,	so	this	was	his	last	
try.	Good	luck	on	the	move,	Jim!	
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	 2023	Board	of	Directors:	

	
		President	 	 -Chris	Popp	
		Vice	President	 -Jay	Babowice	
		Treasurer	 	 -Rich	Sutton	
		Secretary	 	 -Dave	Powell	
		Speaker	Chairman	-Brian	O’Connor	
		Outing	Chairman	 -Kristie	Powell	
		Big	Fish	Chairman	–Jeff	Henderson	
		Newsletter	Chair	 -Bob	Diebold	
		Web	Master		 -Manuel	Mejia	
		Sergeant	at	Arms	 -Don	Taylor	
		Sergeant	at	Arms	 -Ronda	Taylor	
	

2023	Board	of	Directors	Elected	

The	November	meeting	is	
the	time	for	our	annual	
pizza	party,	paid	for	by	the	
club,	and	for	the	election	of	
the	Board	of	Directors	for	
the	following	year.		
	
Unlike	most	clubs	with	only	
a	few	officers,	the	Arlington	
Anglers	have	a	large	group	
of	volunteers	that	share	the	
load.	It’s	a	lot	of	work	to	
support	our	diverse	
programs	and	initiatives.		
So	dedicated	are	these		
individuals	that	8	out	of	the	
10	previous	officers	
returned	to	their	posts.		
	
	
	
	

Big	thanks	go	to	outgoing	VP	
Seth	Mahler	and	Big	Fish	
Contest	Chairman	Jim	Allen	for	
their	previous	years	of	service	
and	to	Jay,	Jeff,	and	Ronda	for	
stepping	up	to	fill	the	voids.	
	
Special	thanks	go	to	Poplar	
Creek	Bowl	&	Banquets	in	
Hoffman	Estates	for	hosting	our	
club	each	month	and	to	the	
integral	Bar	Down	Sports	Grill	
for	firing	up	a	dozen	pies,	along	
with	soft	drinks,	to	sate	the	
hungry	horde	attending	the	
meeting	that	night.	
	
		

2023	Membership	Renewal	
We	are	now	accepting	membership	
renewals	for	the	2023	calendar	
year.	The	cost	will	remain	at	$40	
for	a	family	membership.	See	page	
9	of	this	newsletter	for	details.	

Membership	dues	are	the	
lifeblood	of	the	club.	Please	
consider	renewing	at	the	
earliest	possible	time	to	help	
with	our	budgeting	process.	
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Big	Fish	of	the	Month	

Kid	Fish	of	the	Month	
	

Kid	Fish	of	the	Month	is	
without	an	entry	this	
month	so	we	pulled	out	
an	old	vintage	shot	of	
our	own	Robbie	“Goose”	
Henderson,	an	active	
junior	member	of	the	
Arlington	Anglers.			
	
This	picture	may	be	
several	years	old,	but	it	
embodies	the	joy	many	
kids	get	when	catching	
fish.	And	its	so	darn	cute.	
	
	Please	share	your	love	
of	fishing	with	a	child.	
Whether	relative,	friend	
or	neighbor,	submit	a	
picture	when	you	do!	
	

Big	Fish	of	the	Month		
goes	to	Dave	McCoy	for	
his	38-1/4”	Lake	Trout	
caught	in	late	November.	
Dave	got	a	hot	tip	about	
some	spots	outside	the	
Milwaukee	Harbor	that	
were	yielding	big	fish	
and	lots	of	them.	He	was	
dropping	jigging	spoons	
over	rock	piles	in	35-45	
feet	of	water.	He	had	to	
immediately	engage	the	
reel	and	lift	a	few	inches	
after	hitting	bottom	to	
avoid	snags.	A	couple	
quick	lifts	and	slow	falls	
resulted	in	hammering	
strikes.		

Honorable	mention	#1	

First	Honorable	Mention	goes	to	
Bob	Diebold	for	his	38”	Laker.	
Fishing	with	Dave	McCoy	on	a	
later	Lake	Michigan	outing	the	
week	after	Thanksgiving,	Bob	
took	top	honors	that	day.	The	
jigging	spoon	was	still	working!	

Honorable	Mention	#2	

With	no	other	species	
submitted	this	month	we	add	
Bert	Saxon’s	upper-mid	30”		
Lake	Trout	as	Honorable	
Mention	#2.	While	the	temps	
may	have	been	cold	on	Lake	
Michigan,	the	action	was	hot	
for	these	guys.	
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Sponsor	Page - Please	support	those	that	support	us. 
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Member	Discounts	
Being	a	member	of	the	Arlington	Anglers	comes	with	many	benefits.	Following	is	a	
list	of	sponsors	that	offer	discounts	to	our	members	with	membership	cards:	

GRANDT	RODS	
GRANDT	INDUSTRIES	INC.,																																																		
PO	Box	772,	Arlington	Heights,	IL.	60006	
847-577-0848			Jim	Grandt				
Website:www.grandtrods.com		
Discount:	20%	off	internet	rod	prices,	plus	free	hat								
(while	in	stock).	Free	pickup	in	Arlington	Heights.																								
Also,	any	Pflueger	reel	in	stock	can	be	purchased	to	
create	a	combo	at	$15	off	internet	retail	price.																																														
(Must	show	membership	card	at	pickup)	
Standard	shipping	costs	apply	if	products	are	
shipped.	
	
LAKE	COUNTY	WATER	SPORTS	

																											530	S.	Rand	Rd.	Wauconda	IL.	60006																																																														
847-526-2211	–	Mike	Salisbury		
Website:	Lakecountywatersports.com		
Discount:	 10%	 on	 parts	 thru	 May	 (mention	 Bert	
Saxon)	
	
ANGLERS	INTERNATIONAL	RESOURCES	
1272	E.	Dundee	Rd.	Palatine	IL	60074																													
847-991-3200	
Website:	FishinGurus.com	
Discount:	15%	on	tackle	/	20%	on	bait	
	
	
LEE’S	BAIT	AND	TACKLE				(2	Locations)	
1010	 East	 Higgins	 Rd,	 Elk	 Grove	 Village,	 IL	 60007					
847-593-6424	
1400	 W.	 Army	 Trail	 Rd.,	 Carol	 Stream,	 IL.	 60188								
630-830-5337	
Website:	Leesglobaltackle.com	
Discount:	10%	minimum	on	all	tackle,	depending	on	
manufacturer.		
	
LiveBaitFishingTackle.com	
Online	or	630-235-2162	
Discount:	 15%	 off	 floats,	 line,	 tackle,	 rods,	 reels	 &	
bait	
Use	 code	 “arlington”	 at	 checkout.	 Also,	 15%	 off	
lessons,	 classes,	 and	 guiding	 at	
Chicagofishingschool.com.	
	
PLEASE	SHOW	YOUR	2022	MEMBERSHIP	CARD	
AT	THE	STORE.		BE	AWARE	SOME	
MANUFACTURERS	DO	NOT	ALLOW	DISCOUNTS	
BY	THEIR	DEALERS.	
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Renew	Your	Membership	or	Join	The	Club	
	

Yearly	dues	are	the	financial	
life-blood	of	our	club.	They		
pay	our	speakers,	insurance,	
shows,	pizza	party,	and	
other	operating	expenses.	
Presently,	our	annual	family	
membership	is	$40.00.	
Please	renew	or	join	today!	

We’ve	now	added	Zelle	
quick	pay	to	our	options:	
(arlangfc19@gmail.com).		
So,	3	ways	to	pay:	(1)Zelle,	
(2)at	a	meeting,	or	(3)check	
by	mail.	New	members	-	use	
the	form	below	or	visit	our		
“Join	Our	Club”	web	page.	

Bring	checks	made	out	
to	“Arlington	Anglers”	
to	a	meeting	or	mail	to:	
	
Arlington	Anglers	
C/O	Rich	Sutton	
719	W.	Catino	St.	
Arlington	Hts.,	IL	60005	
	

We’re	on	the	Web!	

www.arlingtonanglers.com	

or	

QR	Code	(to	the	right)	

or	

		FACEBOOK	at:	Arlington	Anglers	

Fill	out	completely	and	mail	with	your	check.	
	
Today’s	Date:	___/___/_____	
	
Name:	_______________________________	
	
Address:	______________________	
	
City:	____________________________State:	__			Zip:	__________	
	
Home	Phone:	____________________	Cell:	__________________	
	
Date	of	Birth:	___/___/_____	
	
Email	Address:	__________________________	

Swap	Shop	
 
The	Swap	Shop	is	for	members	only.	If	you	have	something	you	would	like	to	sell	or																														
looking	to	buy,	please	contact	our	Newsletter	Editor	Bob	Diebold	for	more	information.	
Items	will	be	posted	for	a	limited	time.	Please	advise	when	no	longer	available.		
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