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Chris	Popp	-	President	
	

Arlington Anglers Fishing Club 

Key	Dates	
						
						Club	Meetings	

Mar	15	
Apr	19	

Note:	Proof	of	vax											
no	longer	needed.											
All	welcome!	

	
											Outings	
				Wisconsin	River																																																									
									Mar	27-29	
					
					Lake	Shelbyville	
		Apr	28	–	May	1	

	
Swap	Meets	

				Walleyes	Unltd.	
												Mar	19	
						Riverside	FC	
												Apr	30	
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  Tight Lines Newsletter 

Can	you	smell	it?	Spring	is	in	the	
air!	While	the	official	start	isn’t	for	
several	more	days	the	signs	are	
everywhere.	Ice	is	melting	off	lakes,	
rivers	are	flowing	freely,	and	colder	
water	species	are	beginning	their	
pre	spawn	movements.	It’s	time	to	
think	about	intercepting	some	of	
them!	The	picture	at	right	is	a	nice	
St.	Joe	River	Steelhead	I	was	lucky	
enough	to	catch	last	year	in	March.	
	
Welcome	news	for	many	is	the	
recent	end	of	the	Cook	County	
proof	of	vaccination	mandate	to	
attend	our	meetings	and	other	
venues.	All	can	now	come.	Wearing	
masks	is	also	optional.	Even	so,	
please	act	responsibly	to	protect	
our	“at	risk”	vulnerable	members.	
	
I’m	very	excited	that	we’ve	already	
passed	our	new	members	goal	for	
the	year,	with	more	on	the	way.	
There’s	a	good	reason.	It’s	great	
programs	and	great	members!	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The	March	meeting	looks	to	be	a	
winner	with	a	packed	agenda	and	
awesome	speaker.	Check	in	early									
so	we	can	start	on	time.	And	stick			
around	after	to	chat	with	others.				
Food	and	drinks	will	be	available.	
	
Enjoy	this	month’s	newsletter.	Be	
sure	to	see	the	articles	on	new	club	
attire	and	new	member	profiles.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Presidents	Note:	I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

www.arlingtonanglers.com	

This	Month’s	Speaker		
If	you	don’t	have	all	the	latest	
gadgets	and	gear	on	your	boat,	or	a	
rental,	this	one	is	for	you.	He’ll	be	
sharing	tips	using	basic	electronics,	
tackle,	presentations	and	boat	
control	to	achieve	the	success	you	
probably	aren’t	experiencing	now.	

You	won’t	want	to	miss	this	
one!	Johnny	Wilkins,	owner	of	
The	Chicago	Fishing	School,	has	
been	one	of	our	most	popular	
and	entertaining	speakers	in	the	
past.	He	returns	to	help	average	
fisherman,	like	most	of	us.	
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This	Month’s	Speaker		-	(Proof	of	vax	no	longer	req’d.	All	welcome!)	
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Bob’s	Fishing	Report			by Bob Diebold

dng Report 
 
 

The	roller	coaster	weather	
has	dissipated	most	of	the	
local	ice,	so	be	careful!	
	
LOCAL	PONDS:	A	little	ice	in	
spots	but	try	shore	fishing	with	
good	bites	for	bluegills,	
crappies,	and	bass.	Use	plastics,	
minnows,	and	spikes.	
CHAIN	O’LAKES:	Most	of	the	ice	
is	gone!	
BRAIDWOOD:	LM	bass	action	
has	been	super	for	both	size	and	
quantity.	All	of	the	usual	tactics	
(crank	baits,	NED,	Carolina	rig,	
drop	shot)	seem	to	work	well.	
LASALLE:	Reopens	March	15th.	
Good	sized	blue	cats,	hybrids,	
and	blue	gills	are	expected.	
HEIDECKE:	Reopens	April	1st.	
GENEVA:	Some	of	the	lake	still	
has	ice	and	is	producing	
panfish,	bass,	and	some	pike	on	
tip-ups.	Be	careful	around	the	
shore	and	open	water	areas.	
	
 

GREEN	BAY:		Whitefish	still	
going	good,	mostly	in	70-90	
feet.	Keep	an	eye	on	conditions,	
if	planning	a	trip.	
CHICAGO:	Perch	being	caught	
at	89th	St.	and	at	Navy	Pier.	
Powerliners	are	catching	some	
lake	trout	and	cohos.	
LAKE	MICHIGAN:	Jigging	deep	
for	lake	trout	on	the	southern	
end	in	Indiana	has	been	
productive.	Lots	of	boaters	are	
looking	for	early	cohos.	(Any	
day	now!)	
FOREST	PRESERVES:	At	Busse	
Woods	the	action	for	bluegill	
was	steady	on	waxworms.	
DUPAGE	RIVER:	Smallmouth	
good	on	warmer	days	using	
darter	and	NED	rigs	w/soft	
plastics,	and	also	shallow	
cranks	and	jig/craw	combos.	
SHABBONA:	Ice,	not	so	great.		
Concessions	open	on	April	1st.	
	
	
	

Last	Month’s	Speaker		by	Brian	O’Connor!

This	new	column	provides	three	
of	the	many	takeaways	from	the	
previous	month’s	presenter.	
Dale	Bowman	is	the	Outdoor	
Editor	of	the	Sun	Times.	He	was	
talking	about	the	oddball	fish	of	
the	Midwest.	
	
Many	state	records	are	readily	
attainable.	Some	people	
specifically	target	less	actively	
pursued	species,	like	the		
	
	

various	types	of	gar,	sturgeon,	
burbot,	bowfin,	and	redhorse,	
trying	to	break	existing	records	
that	few	others	are	trying	for.	
	
After	being	considered	extirpated	
in	Illinois	in	the	1960s	the	Alligator	
Gar	was	reintroduced	into	southern	
IL	waters	in	2010.		A	slow	growing	
fish	with	a	potential	length	of	10	
feet	and	approaching	300	pounds,		
								(Continued	next	page)	
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February	Meeting	Raffle	Winners	

	

	

In	addition	to	our	door	
prizes,	which	all	attendees	
have	about	a	1	in	4	chance	of	
winning,	we	also	hold	a	
separate	raffle	or	50/50	
each	month.	This	month	we	
raffled	off	a	Bass	Pro	Shop	7’	
fast	action	medium	light	
Crappie	Max	Quick	Tip	
spinning	combo.	The	winner	
was	new	member	Al	Matz.		

A	consolation	prize	was	also	
awarded.	Ronda	Taylor	took	
home	a	very	handy	braid	
line	cutter/split	ring	pliers	
multi-tool.		
	
Pictured	at	left	is	President	
Chris	Popp,	combo	winner	
Al	Matz,	February	speaker	
Dale	Bowman,	and	second	
prize	winner	Ronda	Taylor.	

New	Arlington	Anglers	Apparel		
We	are	excited	to	announce	
that	new	Arlington	Anglers	
apparel	will	be	coming	soon.	
To	start,	two	styles	of	tee	
shirts	will	be	offered,	a	short	
sleeve	and	long	sleeve,	in	
cotton/poly	blends.		
	
For	men	we	are	planning	a	
selection	of	three	colors,	
olive,	sand,	and	white,	in	
sizes	from	Medium	to	2XL.	
Women	cuts	will	be	
available	in	pink	and	white,	
in	sizes	Medium	to	XL.	
	

Costs	for	the	short	sleeve		
tee	will	be	$15.	The	long	
sleeves	will	be	$20.		All	
orders	must	be	pre-paid	by	
cash	or	check.	
	
Samples	may	be	ready	for	
the	March	meeting.	If	so,	
orders	can	be	taken.	
	
We	will	also	be	accepting	
orders	at	the	April	and	May	
meetings.	A	printable	form	
will	soon	be	posted	on	our	
website	for	mail	in	orders.	
	
	
	
	
	

More	Last	Speaker		(continued	from	previous	page)	

some	have	already	reached	
close	to	60”	in	length	in	less	
than	10	years.	They	have	
recently	been	seen	moving	
as	far	north	as	Peoria.		
	
Dale	said	he	hadn’t	noticed	
any	significant	effects	on,		
or	changes	in,	the	fish	
populations	due	to	global	

warming.	However,	in	his			
26	years	of	covering	the	
outdoors	scene,	he’s	
witnessed	much	less	ice	
over	during	that	time	
resulting	in	a	much	shorter	
ice	fishing	season,	especially	
in	the	southern	part	of	the	
metropolitan	Chicago	area.	
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Big	Fish	of	the	Month	

Kid	Fish	of	the	Month	
	

Kid	Fish	of	the	Month	
goes	to	Dave	Rowlwing’s	
grandson	Tyler.	
	
Dave	and	Tyler	were	
fishing	Crystal	Lake.	
They	were	jigging	one	
hole	with	tip	ups	spread	
around	them	in	others.	
	
When	a	flag	went	up	
Tyler	raced	to	the	spot	
and	successfully	set	the	
hook	,	hand	lined,	and	
iced	this	beautiful	bass.	

Big	Fish	of	the	Month	
goes	to	Brian	O’Connor	
for	his	24”	steelhead			
trout	caught	through	the	
ice	on	the	Manitowoc	
River	in	Wisconsin	
during	Mid	February.	A	
minnow	set	below	a	tip	
up	was	the	successful	
presentation.	
	
An	interesting	side	note	
was	that	his	guide	drilled	
the	hole	on	an	angle	
down	river.		This	not	
only	kept	the	line	from	
rubbing	the	hole	edge	
	
	

as	it	swept	down	
current,	but	made	it	
easier	to	ice	the	fish	as	it	
almost	swam	out	itself	
using	the	hole	side	as	a	
“ramp”.		Interesting	
concept!	
	

Honorable	mention	

Greg	Michela	boated	this	
nice	snook	in	late	
February	while	fishing	
Tampa	Bay	in	Florida	with	
fellow	member	Bert	Saxon	
on	a	guided	trip.		
	
The	secret	to	success	was	
tossing	floats	with	a	6”	
herring	no	more	than	a	
foot	from	the	mangrove	
edge	in	1-3	feet	of	water.	
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Members	To	Compete	in	H2H	Tourney!
Fellow	club	members	Bert	Saxon	and	Dave	McCoy	are	
competing	together	in	the	first	leg	of	the	H2H	Walleye	
Trail	team	event	on	the	Fox	River	near	DePere	WI.		
The	tourney	is	rescheduled	to	Mar.	21-25.	
	
The	bracket	style	format	is	head-to-head	against	one	
of	the	16	teams.	Every	walleye	caught	over	2	pounds	
during	the	5	hour	time	period	is	counted.		Winners	
move	on,	first	round	losers	are	out,	second	round	
losers	go	to	a	consolation	bracket.	Cameras	will	be	in	
some	boats	each	day	to	provide	daily	coverage	of	the	
action	from	8	AM-1	PM.	You	can	follow	Bert	and	Dave	
live	at	www.h2hfishing.com.				Good	luck	guys!	
	

Getting	To	Know	2022	New	Club	Members	
Pat	Trunda	lives	in	Cary.	He	
has	been	married	to	Christine	
for	36	years	and	has	4	grown	
children.	He’s	been	retired	from	
the	Fire	Dept	for	a	few	years.		
	
Pat	does	own	a	boat.	He	has	a	
16’	Lund	deep	V	with	a	30	HP	
motor,	5	HP	kicker,	a	front	
mount	hand	steered	trolling	
motor	and	2	depth	finders.	

Pat	says	its	nothing	fancy	but	does	
the	job	very	well	for	him.	
	
He	likes	to	chase	anything	that	
swims,	and	isn’t	picky.	He	thinks	
going	fishing	is	just	plain	fun.	
	
Pat	joined	the	club	to	meet	other	
people	to	fish	with,	go	on	some	
trips	to	learn	new	waters,	and	
volunteer	at	some	of	our	events.		
	
	

Jim	Anderson	lives	in	Wheaton	
with	his	wife.	3	grown	kids	and	
2	grandkids	live	too	far	to	see	as	
often	as	he’d	like.	He’s	officially	
retired	but	works	3	days	a	week	
at	a	glass	shop	and	does	odd	
jobs	for	fellow	church	members.	
	
Jim	grew	up	in	Connecticut		
fishing	with	his	dad	for	
Flounder,	Bluefish,	and	Lobster.	

Jim	never	caught	a	fresh	water	
fish	until	he	moved	here	a	few	
years	ago.	He	admits	he	knows	
very	little	about	fishing	lakes	
and	rivers,	so	recent	results	
have	been	disappointing.		
	
Because	he	wants	to	learn,	Jim	
joined	the	club	to	meet	other	
fisherman,	gain	knowledge,	and	
just	have	some	fun.	
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More	2022	New	Member	Profiles	

Gene	Surico	hails	from	
Campton	Hills	near	Elburn.	He’s	
been	married	48	years.	He	is	a	
retired	carpenter	who	still	does	
some	side	jobs	once	in	awhile.		
	
Gene	doesn’t	have	a	boat	yet,	
but	is	on	the	lookout	for	a	good	
deal.	Smallmouth	Bass	are	his	
favorite	fish	with	Largemouth	a	
close	second.	

Gene	also	loves	deep	sea	fishing	
and	has	catching	a	Muskie	as	a	
goal	yet	unrealized,	although	
he’s	tried	a	couple	times.		
	
Gene	says	he	joined	the	club	
because	we	have	more	local	
events	and	contests.	And	
without	a	boat	at	present,	he’s	
looking	to	find	some	partners	
he	can	meet	and	share	a	ride.	

Patrick	Combs	resides	in	
Glendale	Heights	with	his	wife	
Cherelle	and	his	7	year	old	
twins	Patrick	III	and	Kayleigh.	
He	is	retired	from	the	work	
force	but	keeps	very	busy	
managing	the	family	rental	
properties.	
	
Patrick’s	boat	is	a	1994	Lund	
Tyee	1850	GS	totally	restored	
and	outfitted	for	fishing.		
	

Patrick	is	a	multi	species	angler,	
without	a	particular	favorite.	He	
joined	the	club	because	he	loves	
to	fish	and	is	looking	for	more	
buddies	to	enjoy	fishing	with.	
	
Patrick	has	Usher	Syndrome	
(hearing/vision	impairment)	
and	is	unable	to	drive	a	car.	But	
if	you	have	a	hitch	on	yours,	he	
has	the	boat	and	would	love	to	
go	fishing	with	you.	

Paul	Lam	lives	in	Buffalo	Grove	
with	his	wife	Lilie.	They	have	2	
grown	daughters	together,	one	
married	and	one	engaged.		
	
Paul	doesn’t	have	a	boat	but,	as	
you	can	see	here,	isn’t	opposed	
to	fishing	out	of	a	kayak	once	in	
awhile.	
	
He	doesn’t	really	have	a	favorite	
fish	species,	although	if	pushed		
	
	

Paul	thinks	it	would	probably	
be	Crappie.	As	long	as	he	is	
catching	any	fish	he	is	happy.	
	
He	hasn’t	tried	ice	fishing	yet	as	
the	thought	of	sitting	out	in	the	
cold	is	a	definite	deterrent.	
	
Paul	joined	the	club	to	meet	
fellow	fisherman	he	can	swap	
fish	stories	with	and	share	ideas	
on	techniques	and	tactics.	
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Renew	Your	Membership	or	Join	The	Club!
	

Yearly	dues	are	the	financial	
life-blood	of	our	club.	They		
pay	our	speakers,	insurance,	
shows,	pizza	party,	and	
other	operating	expenses.	
Presently,	our	annual	family	
membership	is	$40.00.	
Please	renew	or	join	today!	

We’ve	now	added	Zelle	
quick	pay	to	our	options:	
(arlangfc19@gmail.com).		
So,	3	ways	to	pay:	(1)Zelle,	
(2)at	a	meeting,	or	(3)check	
by	mail.	New	members	-	use	
the	form	below	or	visit	our		
“Join	Our	Club”	web	page.	

Bring	checks	made	out	
to	“Arlington	Anglers”	
to	a	meeting	or	mail	to:	
	
Arlington	Anglers	
C/O	Rich	Sutton	
719	W.	Catino	St.	
Arlington	Hts.,	IL	60005	
	

We’re	on	the	Web!	

www.arlingtonanglers.com	

or	

QR	Code	(to	the	right)	

or	

		FACEBOOK	at:	Arlington	Anglers	

Fill	out	completely	and	mail	with	your	check.	
	
Today’s	Date:	___/___/_____	
	
Name:	_______________________________	
	
Address:	______________________	
	
City:	____________________________State:	__			Zip:	__________	
	
Home	Phone:	____________________	Cell:	__________________	
	
Date	of	Birth:	___/___/_____	
	
Email	Address:	__________________________	

Swap	Shop	
 
The	Swap	Shop	is	for	members	only.	If	you	have	something	you	would	like	to	sell	or																														
looking	to	buy,	please	contact	our	Newsletter	Editor	Bob	Diebold	for	more	information.	
Items	will	be	posted	for	a	limited	time.	Please	advise	when	no	longer	available.		
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Member	Discounts	
Being	a	member	of	the	Arlington	Anglers	comes	with	many	benefits.	The	following	is	
a	list	of	sponsors	that	offer	discounts	to	our	members	with	membership	cards:	

GRANDT	RODS	
GRANDT	INDUSTRIES	INC.,																																																		
PO	Box	772,	Arlington	Heights,	IL.	60006	
847-577-0848			Jim	Grandt				
Website:www.grandtrods.com		
Discount:	20%	off	internet	rod	prices,	plus	free	hat								
(while	in	stock).	Free	pickup	in	Arlington	Heights.																								
Also,	any	Pflueger	reel	in	stock	can	be	purchased	to	
create	a	combo	at	$15	off	internet	retail	price.																																														
(Must	show	membership	card	at	pickup)	
Standard	shipping	costs	apply	if	products	are	shipped.	
	
LAKE	COUNTY	WATER	SPORTS	

																											530	S.	Rand	Rd.	Wauconda	IL.	60006																																																														
847-526-2211	–	Mike	Salisbury		
Website:	Lakecountywatersports.com		
Discount:	10%	on	parts	thru	May	(mention	Bert	Saxon)	
	
ANGLERS	INTERNATIONAL	RESOURCES	
1272	E.	Dundee	Rd.	Palatine	IL	60074																													
847-991-3200	
Website:	FishinGurus.com	
Discount:	15%	on	tackle	/	20%	on	bait	
	
	
LEE’S	BAIT	AND	TACKLE				(2	Locations)	
1010	 East	 Higgins	 Rd,	 Elk	 Grove	 Village,	 IL	 60007					
847-593-6424	
1400	 W.	 Army	 Trail	 Rd.,	 Carol	 Stream,	 IL.	 60188								
630-830-5337	
Website:	Leesglobaltackle.com	
Discount:	 10%	 minimum	 on	 all	 tackle,	 depending	 on	
manufacturer.		
	
Extreme	Edge	Trolling	Motor	Repair	Service	
If	 you	 need	 your	 Minn	 Kota	 trolling	 motor	 repaired,	
contact	Joe	Wolf	or	Bert	Saxon	at	847	683-0275.										
We	are	a	certified	Minn	Kota	Service	Center.																						
	
PLEASE	SHOW	YOUR	2022	MEMBERSHIP	CARD	AT	
THE	STORE.		BE	AWARE	SOME	MANUFACTURERS	
DO	NOT	ALLOW	DISCOUNTS	BY	THEIR	DEALERS.	


